SHERKETY BYTES ALIGN

Understanding Reporting and Analytics
Module Value

Exploring the reporting dashboard buyers will use every day

In Sherkety ERP & Website Platform, the Reporting & Analytics area is easiest to
judge by looking at the page the user will open most often: the main dashboard. This
screen typically brings together a dashboard header, a filter bar, KPI cards, and a
set of charts or tables on one page. Instead of opening separate reports one by one,
managers can scan the top of the screen for headline numbers and then move down
into visual details.

At the top of the dashboard, expect to see controls such as a date range selector
and report filters that affect the whole page. When you change the reporting period,
every KPI card and chart should update together so you are always looking at one
consistent time window. This is especially important when comparing monthly,
quarterly, or year-to-date performance.

Many reporting screens also separate information using dashboard tabs or saved
report views. One tab may focus on an executive summary with high-level business
results, while another may show more detailed operational reporting. That separation
matters because senior decision-makers usually want a quick snapshot, while
department leads need more detail for follow-up work.

As you review the layout, pay attention to how global filters work. Useful filters often
include:

e Company
e Department
e Location

e Reporting period

When these filters change every widget on the page at once, the dashboard becomes
much more practical for real business use.

Also note the difference between two common display styles:
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o KPI cards show a fast snapshot, such as current revenue or open receivables.

e Charts and tables show movement over time, patterns, and detailed breakdowns.
[SCREENSHOT: Reporting dashboard with header, KPI cards, charts, and filter bar]

If you need a refresher on dashboard basics before judging business value, revisit
Understanding Dashboards KPIs and Drill Down Analysis.

Reading KPI cards to judge business health quickly

A strong reporting experience in Sherkety ERP & Website Platform starts with clear
KPI cards. These small summary tiles help users judge business health without
reading a full report. When you open a reporting dashboard, each card should make
sense at a glance and answer a simple question: What is happening right now, and is
it better or worse than before?

A useful KPI card usually includes:

e A metric nhame such as revenue, gross margin, overdue receivables, or cash
position

e The current value

» A comparison period, such as last month or last year

¢ Avariance indicator, showing increase or decrease

» Acolor cue that signals positive, neutral, or negative performance

These details turn a raw number into something managers can act on. For example, a
revenue card may show current sales with an upward variance, while an overdue
receivables card may show a warning color if unpaid balances are rising. A cash
position card is especially valuable when leadership needs to understand short-term
financial flexibility.

When reviewing KPI cards, focus on whether the comparison is easy to understand.
Good cards do not just show a number; they show whether the number is moving in
the right direction. That context matters more than the total itself.

Another key point is drill-down behavior. A KPI tile becomes much more useful when
clicking it opens the supporting detail, such as a transaction list, customer balances,
or a more detailed report view. That lets a manager move from “something changed”
to “why did it change?” in one action.

Look as well for targets or threshold markers. These are what turn reporting into
decision support. A card that shows actual performance against a target helps
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managers judge urgency immediately instead of interpreting the number on their own.
[SCREENSHOT: KPI cards showing current values, variance, and color-coded status]

For report sharing and management discussions built on these metrics, see Sharing
Reports and Supporting Decisions.

Using filters and drill-downs to answer specific business
questions

The real value of reporting in Sherkety ERP & Website Platform appears when
users can move from broad summaries to specific answers. That is where the filter
bar and drill-down actions matter most. A dashboard may look impressive at first
glance, but if users cannot narrow the view or open the detail behind a number, it
becomes much less useful in daily work.

Start with the filter bar at the top of the reporting screen. This is where users refine
the dashboard to match the question they are trying to answer. Common filter choices
may include:

o Date range

Business unit

Product category

Customer segment

Salesperson

These filters should update the whole dashboard together so the user does not have
to repeat the same selection on every chart.

Grouping options are just as important. A buyer should check whether the report can
move from company-wide totals into more focused views, such as:

e By region
e By team
e By product
e By customer group
That flexibility helps different roles use the same reporting area in different ways. An

executive may want one total, while a department lead may need a breakdown by
branch or sales team.
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Drill-down actions are the next layer. Clicking a chart point, table row, or KPI card
should open the supporting detail behind that summary. For example, a spike on a
trend chart should lead to the transactions or records that caused it. This is what
makes reporting practical for investigation, not just presentation.

It is also useful when users can save a filtered view for recurring reviews. A monthly
finance review, a branch manager dashboard, or a salesperson-specific view
becomes much easier when the user can return to the same saved setup instead of
rebuilding filters every time.

[SCREENSHOT: Filter bar with date range and business filters above charts and
tables]

Comparing dashboards, charts, and tabular reports for
different decisions

Not every reporting format serves the same purpose, so a buyer should look at how
dashboards, charts, and tables work together inside Sherkety ERP & Website
Platform. The best reporting experience does not force every question into one
screen style. Instead, it gives users a quick summary first and then enough detail for
follow-up.

Dashboard widgets are best for fast monitoring. They help users spot exceptions,
check whether targets are on track, and notice sudden changes. This is the format
most useful for daily or weekly review meetings because it highlights what needs
attention without requiring users to read line-by-line detail.

Charts are better when the user needs to understand patterns. Different chart styles
support different decisions:

e Line charts help show trends over time

o Bar charts make category comparisons easier

e Pie charts show share or proportion at a glance

¢ Trend charts help users notice seasonality or repeated movement

These visuals are especially useful when a manager wants to compare performance
across periods, teams, or product groups.

Tabular reports matter when users need precision. A table with sortable columns,
totals rows, and export options gives finance teams and managers the detail
needed for review, reconciliation, or audit support. Tables are also the easiest format
for checking exact values behind a chart or KPI.
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When evaluating reporting value, connect each format to a business need:

o Dashboards support executive visibility
o Charts support analysis and pattern detection

o Tables support operational follow-up and finance detail

A strong reporting module lets users move naturally between all three. If a chart
shows a problem, a table should help explain it. If a KPI card shows a warning, the
dashboard should make it easy to open the related detail.

[SCREENSHOT: Dashboard section showing KPI cards, charts, and a detailed report
table]

Evaluating decision-support value across finance, sales, and
operations

To judge whether Reporting & Analytics in Sherkety ERP & Website Platform
delivers real business value, look at how well it supports decisions across more than
one department. A reporting area is much stronger when finance, sales, and
operations can all use it with related filters and consistent measures, instead of each
team working from disconnected views.

For finance teams, the most valuable reporting usually centers on:

o Profitability
e Cash flow
e Aging
e Budget versus actual
These views help finance leaders monitor performance, identify pressure points, and

support planning discussions. A dashboard that combines headline financial KPIs with
drill-down access to supporting detail is far more useful than a static summary.

For sales leaders, reporting should help answer questions about growth and
execution. Useful views often include:

e Pipeline

e Bookings

e Conversion

e Customer performance
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These dashboards help managers adjust targets, review team coverage, and identify
where deals are slowing down. The value increases when a summary chart can be
filtered by salesperson, team, or customer segment.

For operations teams, the focus is usually on execution and exceptions. Strong
reporting often highlights:

¢ Inventory turns
e Fulfillment status

e Lead times

o Exception reports

These measures help teams identify delays, stock issues, and process bottlenecks
before they become larger business problems.

A buyer should also check whether the same filter choices apply across these areas. If
company, location, or reporting period can be used consistently across finance,
sales, and operations views, users can compare departments more confidently.
Consistent metrics across modules are a strong sign that reporting will support cross-
functional decisions instead of creating conflicting interpretations.

[SCREENSHOT: Cross-functional reporting view with finance, sales, and operations
metrics on one page]

Checking whether the module supports real-world reporting
needs

When you review Reporting & Analytics in Sherkety ERP & Website Platform, it
helps to move beyond attractive charts and ask whether the module supports
everyday reporting work. A useful reporting area must fit how managers actually
review performance, share findings, and follow up on issues.

Start with practical capabilities that affect daily use:

o Customizable dashboards so different roles can focus on the metrics they care
about

* Role-based access so users see the reports appropriate for their responsibilities

e Scheduled report delivery for recurring reviews

o Export options such as spreadsheet or PDF for meetings and offline review

These features matter because reporting is rarely used by one person in one screen
only. Teams often need to revisit the same reports, circulate them, and discuss them
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outside the dashboard.

Trust is another major factor. Buyers should look for reporting that makes KPI
definitions and source detail understandable. If a number appears on a KPI card,
users should be able to trace it back through drill-down views and supporting reports.
That transparency is what gives executives confidence in the figures they are using.

Historical comparison is equally important. A report becomes much more useful when
users can compare:

o Current period versus prior period
o Actual results versus targets
» One entity or branch versus another

o Different currencies or business units where relevant

A concise evaluation checklist during a demo can help:

Can users change filters without rebuilding the report?

Can they drill from summary to detail?

Can they save useful views?

Can they export what they see?

Do the numbers stay consistent across related reports?

If the answer is yes across most of these points, the reporting module is much more
likely to support real decision-making instead of acting as a display-only dashboard.

Overview

The Reporting & Analytics area in Sherkety ERP & Website Platform is valuable
because it brings together daily monitoring, deeper analysis, and decision support in
one reporting experience. Buyers should not judge it only by whether the screen looks
modern. The stronger test is whether users can open a dashboard, understand
performance quickly, filter the view to match a business question, and then drill into
the detail behind the numbers.

Across the reporting screens discussed in this guide, the most important value points
are:

o KPI cards for quick business health checks
e Charts for trends, comparisons, and movement over time

o Tables for exact detail and follow-up work
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o Global filters for consistent analysis across the page
e Drill-down links for moving from summary to explanation

» Saved views for recurring reviews by role or department

This matters most when reporting supports more than one team. Finance leaders may
focus on margin, cash, and aging. Sales managers may watch pipeline and
conversion. Operations teams may care about fulfilment, lead times, and inventory
movement. When these views use shared filters and consistent logic, reporting
becomes a practical management tool rather than a collection of isolated reports.

If you already reviewed report distribution and meeting use cases in Sharing Reports
and Supporting Decisions, this guide adds the buyer’s perspective: how to judge
whether the reporting module is worth adopting for daily management.

[SCREENSHOT: Reporting overview page showing summary metrics and multiple
analysis widgets]

The next document, Exploring Dashboards KPIs and Drill Down Analysis on the
Product Page, shifts from module value to how these reporting capabilities are
presented on the product-facing pages.

Prerequisites

Before using this guide to evaluate reporting value in Sherkety ERP & Website
Platform, it helps to be familiar with a few related areas of the documentation. You do
not need technical knowledge, but you should already understand the basic reporting
terms and screen patterns used across the Reporting & Analytics pages.

You will get the most from this guide if you have already read:

o Exploring Reporting and Analytics Capabilities

e Understanding Dashboards KPIs and Drill Down Analysis

e Sharing Reports and Supporting Decisions
Those guides explain the main reporting concepts, how dashboards are structured,
and how shared reports support business discussions. This document builds on that

foundation by helping you judge the business value of those features from a buyer or
evaluator perspective.

It is also helpful to be comfortable with common interface patterns used throughout
Sherkety ERP & Website Platform, especially:

¢ Filter bars

Generated from Sherkety Bytes Align docs - August 25, 2026

8/9


doc:sharing-reports-and-supporting-decisions
doc:sharing-reports-and-supporting-decisions
doc:exploring-dashboards-kpis-and-drill-down-analysis-on-the-product-page
doc:exploring-dashboards-kpis-and-drill-down-analysis-on-the-product-page
doc:exploring-reporting-and-analytics-capabilities
doc:understanding-dashboards-kpis-and-drill-down-analysis
doc:sharing-reports-and-supporting-decisions

Date selectors

Tabs
Charts
Tables

Notifications and status messages

If you want more background on shared interface behavior, these related guides may
help:

e Reading Charts Badges and Status Colors

o Selecting Single Dates and Date Ranges

e Understanding Loading Placeholders Empty States and Errors

With that context, you can focus on the main question behind this guide: whether the
reporting module gives managers clear, trustworthy, and actionable insight across
finance, sales, and operations.
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