ATLORIA

Using Code Parsing to Support Technical
Documentation

Understanding What the Parsing Workspace Extracts from
Your Codebase

In Atloria, the parsing workspace turns a connected code source into a browsable map
that documentation teams can use while writing and reviewing technical content. After
a parse finishes, you can review the selected repository source, confirm the parse
status, and open the indexed structure that Atloria built from the files it scanned. This
workspace is where you check whether the codebase has been read successfully
before you rely on it for documentation work.

The indexed results usually include the file structure and the named items Atloria can
recognize inside those files. Depending on the repository content, that can include
modules, classes, functions, exported items, parameters, return details, imports,
inheritance links, and relationships between files. When comments or docstrings are
present in the source, those may also appear as part of the parsed context and can
help you understand intended behavior faster.

For documentation work, some parsed details are especially valuable:

o Exact symbol names

e Function signatures

o Parameter names

¢ Return values or type details
e Imported dependencies

« Inheritance chains

¢ Inline comments or docstrings when available

These details help you avoid guessing. Instead of paraphrasing from memory or from
an outdated note, you can verify the current implementation directly in the parsing
workspace. That improves API reference accuracy, makes feature explanations more
precise, and shortens onboarding time for new writers or project contributors.
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If you already know how to start and manage a parsing session, use that workflow as
your starting point and then return here to interpret the results in a documentation
context. For session-level tasks, see Managing Code Parsing Workspace Sessions.

[SCREENSHOT: Parsing workspace showing repository selection, parse status, file
tree, and symbol details panel]

Preparing a Repository So Parsed Results Are Useful for
Documentation

Useful parsed results start with the repository content you choose to work from. In
Atloria, the best documentation outcomes come from a repository source that includes
the real source files your team documents, a stable folder structure, and the language-
specific files Atloria can index. If the connected source is incomplete, outdated, or
missing important folders, the parsing workspace may still finish successfully but
provide only partial value for writers.

Before running parsing work for documentation, a Project Administrator should make
sure the docs team is using the correct repository connection, the correct branch, and
the correct workspace source. Those choices matter because the parsing workspace
reflects the code that was actually selected. If your published docs describe one
release but the parsing workspace points to another branch, your reference pages
can drift quickly.

Repository content that improves documentation value includes:

Complete source files for the feature area you are documenting

Consistent folder and module organization

Clear exported items that represent public behavior

Meaningful names for files and symbols

Maintained comments or docstrings where the team expects technical explanation

You can confirm that the repository is ready by checking the parsed workspace after
indexing completes. Look for the key files your team relies on, then verify that major
exported items and important feature entry points appear in the results. If a feature
spans several folders, make sure those relationships are visible in the indexed
structure rather than isolated into disconnected fragments.

This preparation step is not about making the repository perfect. It is about making
sure the parsing workspace reflects enough of the real project to support writing
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decisions. If major files, exports, or feature areas are missing, fix the source selection
before using the parsed results in documentation.

Using Parsed Symbols to Write More Accurate Technical
Pages

When you are updating a technical page in Atloria, start with the documentation topic
and then locate the related entry point in the parsing workspace. For example, if you
are documenting sign-in, registration, analytics, webhooks, or project administration,
open the parsed file structure and look for the screen or feature area that matches
that topic. From there, review the named items Atloria extracted so you can confirm
the exact terms used in the codebase before you update the page.

The most practical way to work is to move from topic to symbol, then from symbol to
related files. Use the parsed details to verify exact names, available inputs, expected
outputs, and any linked items that help explain the feature. This is especially useful
when you are writing procedural pages, internal technical notes, or reference content
that must match the current product behavior closely.

A simple working pattern looks like this:

1. Open the parsing workspace and select the repository source tied to the project
you are documenting.

2. Find the file or feature area related to your page topic.

3. Open the extracted symbols and confirm the exact names, parameter lists, and
return details shown in the workspace.

4. Follow linked references between files to see what other parts of the feature are
involved.

5. Update your documentation page using the verified names and relationships
instead of older notes or assumptions.

As you trace related items, turn those internal relationships into reader-facing
explanations. For example, instead of writing that a feature “does several checks,”
describe the visible flow in plain language: a user action opens a screen, the input is
checked, and then the next step sends the request to the part of the product that
completes the task. The parsing workspace gives you the evidence to write that
explanation accurately, while your documentation translates it into language readers
can follow.

[SCREENSHOT: Parsed symbol view with a selected feature file, extracted names,
and linked references to related files]
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Improving Reference Documentation with Parsed Code Data

Parsed code data is especially valuable when you maintain technical reference pages
in Atloria. In the parsing workspace, you can review exact names, arguments,
defaults, and type-related details before you update a reference page. That reduces
the risk of publishing a page with outdated parameter names, missing options, or
descriptions that no longer match the current codebase.

For reference work, focus on the details Atloria extracts consistently:

e Publicly exposed names

e Argument or parameter lists
e Default values when shown
e Return details

e Imported dependencies

o Parent-child relationships between related items

These details help you build cleaner reference sections because you are documenting
what is actually present in the parsed workspace, not what a previous version of the
docs said. They also help you explain where shared behavior comes from. If several
items rely on the same imported dependency or inherit behavior from a shared parent,
you can document that once in the right place instead of repeating partial explanations
across multiple pages.

Documentation Managers can also use the parsing workspace as a coverage check.
Compare the list of exported or visible items in the parsed structure with the reference
pages already published in Atloria. If an exported module or public method appears in
the workspace but has no matching reference page, that gap is a clear signal that
your documentation set is incomplete.

A repeatable review cycle works well here:

1. Open the current parsed workspace for the active repository source.
2. Compare major exported items against your published reference pages.
3. Flag missing pages, outdated names, and mismatched arguments.
4. Update the affected pages in Atloria.
5. Recheck the parsed workspace before final review or release.
This kind of side-by-side review is one of the fastest ways to catch drift after code

changes, especially in projects where releases move faster than manual
documentation updates.
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Using Parsed Code to Build Shared Understanding Across
Teams

The parsing workspace is not only for writers. In Atloria, it also gives administrators,
reviewers, and subject-matter contributors a shared view of how a project is
organized. Instead of reading every source file manually, new team members can
open the parsed file map and symbol list to understand the project’'s shape, major
feature areas, and where important behavior lives.

This is especially helpful when a project has grown over time. A parsed workspace
can show module boundaries, linked files, and parent-child relationships in a way that
is easier to scan than raw source code. Writers can use that structure to draft internal
architecture notes, feature summaries, and reference outlines. Administrators can use
the same view to confirm which repository area supports a feature before assigning
documentation work or reviewing scope.

Common ways teams use the parsed workspace together include:

« ldentifying the main implementation area for a feature

Confirming which files belong to a workflow

Aligning on feature terminology before editing docs

Checking whether a behavior is shared or feature-specific

Replacing outdated wiki assumptions with current parsed evidence

When teams disagree about where a feature starts or which part of the repository is
authoritative, the parsed workspace helps settle that quickly. Follow the symbol
definitions and related references until you reach the implementation entry point that
clearly owns the behavior. That gives everyone the same starting point for
documentation updates.

This shared review approach is also useful during onboarding. A new writer can open
the parsed workspace alongside project pages in Atloria and connect feature names
in the docs to the actual repository structure. That shortens ramp-up time and makes
collaboration with engineers and administrators more focused because everyone is
looking at the same current source map rather than separate notes.

Fixing Gaps Between Parsed Code and Published
Documentation

When parsed results and published documentation do not line up, start in the parsing
workspace before editing any pages. In Atloria, first confirm that the correct repository
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source is connected, the expected branch is selected, and the parse has completed
successfully. If the workspace is pointing to the wrong source or an older branch, the
mismatch may come from source selection rather than from bad documentation.

If expected files or symbols are missing, check the indexed structure carefully. Look
for the feature area in the file tree, then confirm whether the key exported items
appear in the parsed results. If they do not, the parser may not have had the right
source content to work with, or the repository selection may not match the code your
team intended to document.

When a published reference page looks wrong, compare it directly against the current
parsed details:

e Exact names

o Parameter lists

e Exported members
e Return details

o Related dependencies

This side-by-side check makes drift easy to spot. A page may still describe an older
name, omit a new argument, or reference behavior that has moved into another file.
Update the documentation to match the current parsed workspace rather than relying
on memory or older review comments.

Sometimes the parsed structure itself is difficult to interpret. In that case, look for
naming issues, inconsistent organization, or missing comments and docstrings in the
source files. Even when the parse succeeds, unclear names can make documentation
work slower and more error-prone. Use that finding as a discussion point with the
project team.

If there is disagreement about feature behavior, use the parsed relationships and
implementation entry points as the source of truth for the next documentation revision.
That gives writers, reviewers, and administrators a concrete basis for updates and
reduces the chance of repeating outdated explanations in future releases.

[SCREENSHOT: Comparison workflow showing parsed symbol details beside a
published technical documentation page in Atloria]

Overview

Use the parsing workspace in Atloria as a documentation support tool, not just a
repository scan result. Its main value is that it gives your team a current, structured
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view of the code behind a project so you can write technical pages with fewer
assumptions and fewer mismatches.

Across the workflow, the parsing workspace helps you:

* Review the repository source that was indexed
¢ Confirm parse completion before using results

» Browse files and extracted symbols

 Verify exact names and relationships

e Check whether reference coverage is complete

» Resolve disagreements using the current parsed structure

This document focuses on how to turn parsed results into better technical
documentation. It does not repeat the session setup process covered in Managing
Code Parsing Workspace Sessions. Instead, it assumes you already know how to
open and manage a parsing session and need guidance on using the results in day-
to-day writing, review, and collaboration work.

In practice, the parsing workspace supports several documentation outcomes at once.

It improves API and technical reference accuracy, helps writers explain feature
behavior more clearly, supports onboarding for new contributors, and gives cross-
functional teams a shared place to verify terminology and scope. That makes it useful
for Technical Writers, Documentation Managers, Project Administrators, and anyone
reviewing technical content tied to active repository changes.

If your team maintains project documentation, internal technical notes, or published
reference pages in Atloria, the parsing workspace should become part of your normal
review cycle whenever code changes are expected to affect documentation.

Prerequisites

Before using the parsing workspace to support technical documentation in Atloria,
make sure these conditions are in place:

e You can access the project and its code parsing workspace

o Arepository source has already been connected for the project

e A parsing session has been run or is available to review

e You know which branch or repository source your documentation should match

e You have permission to review or update the related documentation pages in
Atloria
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It also helps if you already have:

A specific documentation topic to verify

A list of feature areas or reference pages that may need updates

Familiarity with your team’s current terminology for the project

Access to the latest published or draft technical pages for comparison

If you still need to upload code or start a new parsing workflow, use Uploading and
Parsing Code in the Workspace or the session guidance in Managing Code Parsing
Workspace Sessions first.

The next step in this sequence is Uploading and Parsing Code for Documentation
Workflows, which focuses on preparing and running parsing work specifically for
documentation use.
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